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SPEECH BY THE PREMIER. MR. DUNSTAN. "AT.--THE OPENING OF THE MAYLANDS ^ 
SENIOR C I T I Z E N S CLUB. 1 5 / 2 / 7 2 . ~ 
YOUR WORSHIP, LAD I E S ANDGENTLEMEN: ' r ' 
THANK YOU FOR ASKING ME J O TODAY ' S CEREMONY. THIS/ NEW CENTRE I S A F INE 
ADD IT ION TO COMMUNITY F A C I L I T I E S IN TH I S AREA AND ONE OF WHICH YOUR 
COUNCIL AND THE VARIOUS SERV ICE CLUBS INVOLVED IN THE PROJECT CAN FEEL " 
PROUD. IN I T S DES IGN AND THE F A C I L I T I E S IT OFFERS IT I S A MODEL WHICH 
OTHER COMMUNITIES COULD WELL FOLLOW. 
THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT OF THE NEED FOR EXPANDED F A C I L I T I E S FOR OUR 
SENIOR C I T I Z E N S . THEY FORM A VERY LARGE PROPORTION OF THE POPULATION, 
ABOUT 8-^ PER CENT ARE I N THE 65 AND OVER AGE GROUP. AND THE MARKED 
INCREASE IN L I F E EXPECTANCY TH I S CENTURY HAS MEANT THAT TH I S I S THE 
GROUP WHICH HAS INCREASED AT THE MOST DRAMATIC RATE. 
AS A CONSEQUENCE, THE SENIOR C I T I Z E N S HAVE BECOME ONE OF THE MAJOR 
•CONCERNS OF AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENTS AND SOCIETY GENERALLY. VERY MUCH 
MORE EMPHAS IS I S NOW PLACED ON FRAMING AND IMPLEMENTING P O L I C I E S FOR 
• • - - ' '' ' 4 
THE AGED THAN WAS THE CASE. TWENTY OR THIRTY YEARS AGO. THERE I S ALSO A 
MUCH GREATER GENERAL COMMUNITY AWARENESS OF THE PROBLEMS OF SENIOR C IT IZEN! 
AND THE NEED FOR S P E C I A L ATTENTION TO BE PA ID TO THEM 
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BUT, IN MY VIEW, THERE I S S T I L L MUCH MORE THAT NEEDS' TO .BE DONE. FQR 
A START, IT I S T IME-THERE WAS A COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF OUR PRESENT 
PENSION SYSTEM. PEOPLE CAN NO MORE L I V E IN DECENCY ON THE PRESENT., : . 
PENSION THAN THEY CAN ON THE.M ISERLY UNEMPLOYMENT B E N E F I T , AND 
ANYONE WHO HAS WORKED AND PA ID TAXES FOR FORTY YEARS OR MORE HAS A" 
RIGHT TO L I V E IN DECENCY. 
AND IN SETTING A PENSION:- IT MUST BE ACCEPTED THAT BEING OLD IN I T SELF 
COSTS MONEY - AGE HAS PA INS AS WELL AS PLEASURES - AND THE' I N D I V I D U A L 
SENIOR C I T I Z E N HAS TO F IND I T . 
AS IMPORTANT AS THE NEED TO PROVIDE THE AGED WITH A DECENT M IN IMUM\ , 
INCOME I S THE NEED TO ENSURE THAT THEY ARE PROPERLY INTEGRATED IN THE ' .. 
COMMUNITY GENERALLY. . TH IS I S OBVIOUSLY ACCEPTED AND APPRECIATED HERE. 
THERE CAN BE NO MORE DISASTROUS, ATTITUDE THAN THAT WHICH REGARDS THE AGED 
PERSON AS AN I N F I R M , QUERULOUS HAS-BEEN TO BE PUSHED INTO A SEGREGATED 
GHETTO AND FORGOTTEN. 
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IT 15 D ISASTROUS.FOR THE AGED THEMSELVES WHO THEREBV HAVE 'NOTHING TO 
DO BUT. ATROPHY. AND IT I S D ISASTROUS FOR SOCIETY TO IGNORE THE VERY 
GREAT HUMAN RESOURCE REPRESENTED 'BY THE AGED. RETIREMENT I S NOT A 
S IGNAL FOR A CUT-OFF FROM SOC I ETY . I T ' S A CHALLENGE AND A T IME FOR 
.SETTING NEW GOALS AND TARGETS. ' AS PROFESSOR A . P . E L K I N REMARKED -
OLD AGE I S A CAREER.. ANY CAREER REQUIRES TRA IN ING AND PREPARATION 
AND IT SEEMS TO ME THAT ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT PRESENT NEEDS I S 
FOR PROGRAMMES DESIGNED' TO ENABLE PEOPLE 'NEAR ING ECONOMIC RETIREMENT 
TO MAKE THE D I F F I C U L T , BUT. POTENTIALLY VERY REWARDING ADJUSTEMENT THAT 
IT E N T A I L S . THERE I S A NEED, TOO, TO EDUCATE THE YOUNGER AGE GROUPS 
IN THE POPULATION INTO AWARENESS OF THE VERY VALUABLE CONTRIBUTION 
WHICH THE SENIOR . C I T I Z E N CAN MAKE AND THE EXTREMELY VALUABLE S E R V I C E ^ 
HE OR SHE CAN READER AS A CONTINUING CONTRIBUTOR TO SOC I ETY . 
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T H I S , I TH INK, I S THE ESSENCE OF THE ATTITUDE WE MUST ENSURE BECOMES 
SO ACCEPTED AS TO BE PART OF RECE IVED B E L I E F . Q 
OLD AGE I S NOT A MATTER OF G E R I A T R I C S , I N F I R M A R I E S , AND.WELFARE 
P O L I C I E S ALONE - THOUGH GOVERNMENT MUST PROVIDE FOR THESE. IT I S .A 
CHANGE IN ROLE, A TIME IN THE L I F E OF ALL PEOPLE WHEN NEW P R I O R I T I E S 
ARE SET AND WHEN, ALTHOUGH PERHAPS AT A D IFFERENT PACE AND IN A D IFFERENT 
FASHION, THE I N D I V I D U A L CONTINUES TO BE A CONTRIBUTOR.TO SOCIETY AND TO 
BE IN SOCIETY - NOT A SECLUDED CHARGE UPON I T . 
S I R , TH IS CENTRE I S ONE OF THE PLACES FROM WHICH SUCH CONTRIBUTIONS CAN 
BE MADE AND IN WHICH THE SENIOR C I T I Z E N S CAN ENJOY THEIR L E I S U R E . 
MUCH THOUGHT AND CARE HAS-.OBVIOUSLY GONE INTO I T S DES IGN AND 
CONSTRUCTION AND I CONGRATULATE ALL THOSE INVOLVED ON A JOB WELL 
DONE. 
THANK YOU. 
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